THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


Report of the Proceedings of 72nd Annual Conference held at Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, LONDON WC 1, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 16th, 17th 


and 18th April 1976, 
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FRIDAY: 411 16 Branches represented 
35 Delegates present, 


SATURDAY: 411 16 Branches represented 
39 Delegates present, 


SUNDAY: 411 16 Branc»es represented 
34 Delegates present, 


INANCIAL STATEMUNT 
LL ——_ 


INCOME 


Collections £98<99 
Literature sales 17-28 
Book sales 26=50 


Canteon income over 
expenditure 37-77 


EXPINDIYURE 


Hall hire 


£223-00. 


It was Agreed by Conference that Westminster Branch delegates be allowed to sit 
accordance with Rule 8, and that Lancaster and Oxford Branch delegates be allowed 
sit in accordance with Rule 22, 


Chair~comrade: Cde D Davies, 
Deputy Chair-comrades Cde P Howard. 
~ Elected on a motion of George and Cottis. 
ellers: Agreed that Standing Orders Cttee act as tellers. 


PROCEEDINGS COM ENCED AT 11+10 A.M. 


TI AMENDVENTS TO RULES 
Rule 2 (Swansea Branch): "On line one, delete '25p' and replace with '50p'". 
Lost 13~31. 
Amend (Lewisham Branch): "Delete '50p' and replace with '40p'. 
Lost 1232. 
Amend (Redbridge Brench): "Delete '50p' and replace with '35p'." 
Lost 9-356 


Rule 3 (SW London branch): "That this Rule be amended by deleting the whole of the 
last sentence (commencing 'A member leaving..') and substituting with the sentence ‘A 


member taking up residence abroad shall automatically cease to be 2 member of the 
Party.'; thus reverting to the pre=1974 wording." Lost 11-31. 


One delegate said that the argument for the original rule -- that it was 
not possible to keep control of members abroad -= no longer applied in conditions of 
improved communications. Others said they were tired of the controversy. 


Rule 5 (Glasgow Branch): "That this Rule be amended by deleting from lines 3 and 
4 the words '..or publish political literature, other than that approved by the 
Party coun s Carried 26-19, 


Rule 9 (Swansen Branch): "On line two, delete '20p' and replace with '40p'." 
Amend, (Lewisham Branch): Delete '40p' and replace with '30p'." 
Amend.(Redbridge Pranch): "Delete '40p' and replace with '28p'." 


(In view of the defeat of the Motion and Amendments on Rule 2, the Motion 
end Amendments on Rule 9 were not put.) 


Rule 10 (Glasgow Br): "That the whole of this Rule be deleted and 
replaced with the following: 'Branches, Groups and members shell neither 
publish, sell or distribute any political literature in the name of the 
Perty which hzs not been approved by the Executive Cttee, excepting 
heandbills advertising meetings.'". Carried 24-20. 


After some discussion it was Agreed to vote on the Resn 
concerning iule 10 before that concerning Rule 5. It was argued thet 
the efiect of pessing both vesns would be to tidy up the overlap 
between the two Rules. Some objection’ was made that the reintroduction 
of the term 'political't would lead to endless controversy. Other | 
delegsetcs said that only what menibers said or did in the name of the 
Party should be subject to Party cpntrol. 


Rule (12) (Heringey Br): “het this Rule be smended by: (a) 
inserting the words ‘within one month of the ‘Annual Conference’ hetween 
the existing words ‘annuellv' and *by' on line two; (b) deleting the 
words 'Ist October' on the bottom line end substituting with the words 
'lst Januery'. /s a consequence of this being carried, the EC for 1976 
shell remain in office until Easter 1977 but thereafter the EC shall 
be re-elected annually within one month after Annusl Conference." : 

- A Lost 16-27, 

Rule 16 (Heringey Br): "Theat this Rule be amended by inserting the 
words 'delegate' and 'to' on line 23; and by inserting the words ‘or 
Chairman' between the eaisting words 'delegate' end 'who' on line 3.7 

Carried 22-21. 
">>, 

Discussion was brief. Opinion was almost evenly divided between © 
those who thought » non-BC chair-comrade wes necessary to ensure 
proper democratic procedure, and those who thought delerstes capabh 
of running their own conference, whoever was in the cheir. | 


cont'd. | 


cont'd ee 
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II SC REPORT TO CONPS2bNes HI 
~ ~ - =) 

(No discustbion of any items up to Central Br Sec) : 3 


Central Br sec 


n reply to na question about  pre- -conference meeting mentioned 
in a questionueire sent to CB meubers, the CB Sec ssid-that if members 
wished this could be arranged with effect from 1977. 


SS Prod Cttee 


t was Agreed to combine x apd ion with igenda Rsns 2(a) & 2(b). 
Resolution 21 PFolton Br): "This nference instructs the HC to have 
published & propegands Paper." ) Lost 5-56. 


(2 : ibs t) 
It wes suggested that the SS is mainly an educational journal for 

Party members. There was need for a second journel specifically designed 
for new reeders, especially since initial contact with the rerty was now 


more often through the written word than outdoor meetings. Such a journal 
could present ideas simply, 


without diluting our principles. Several 
objedtions were r-ised to the Resn on grounds of practic: lity. * member 
of the SSPC pointed out that no suctsestion hrs been made sbout 
distribution. The loss on the SS was. Largely due to low circulation. 
Other délegates urged thet the Party could not afford e second paper, 
end that- the STs) itself could contain & mixture of articles of i mediate 
appenl and those of a more theoreticsl nature. 
Resolution 2(bo) (Westminsterkr):."vhis Conference epproves that the 5S 
now 


1aS a regular section reserved for letters from readers and considers 
that it would now be further enhanced if: 


1. Readers are invited to comment on other 


letters. 
2. Perty members are encouraged to send letters expressing” 
constructive views. 
3. The SSPC is requested to append its replies to letters only 
when necessary, and then briefly. 


The SSPC should continue to exercise discretion in the selection and 
cutting of letters but, by allowing the correspondence section of the 
ee 


SS e life cf its own, continuity between issue and issue may be 
strengthened and the feeling of identity be teen the reader. and 


the SS at, 
can be encoursé ged." | _ 
fmend (SW London Br): "Delete #11 after the word '...letters' on — 
line two." : 


OST Lt -of ( hbs 
‘mend (Cadden Pr): "Delete all efter’ the word, © -vend! 
ani réplace with the words 'this Conference ender 3€ 


of the SSPC in relxtion to correspondence. coe 


Amend (sSwensea Br): "Delete from the ‘firs: 

words '..readers' on line 2/3. Delete clau 

y JSORGD te 

Amend (Westminster Br): "aa atthe. nc 
',.on articles and correspondense aii 


Sub-Res” 


The aim of ‘estminster Resn was to 

editors, to pursue topics in the 55. here 
whether members should contribute, but the 
and the editors' discretion would ideas 

pursue party controversy or personal ven 
intended merely as clarification. Severe. 
Conrerence Resn would restrict rates Sale 
possibilities. Letters were wanted “only i: 
$n SSPC member explained that letters ner 
light. Some geve the op ortunity to mal 
article, others were unsuitable (eg. ij 
& grievance). ‘1l received some sor 
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UNCE ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH AT a 
it 2 
Yruternel Greetin S were receives 
. i Onel 2 
them. edt a 


De 
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;. rimentel Seating ‘rrengements for the »aturdsy session of Conference 
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was raised, and it was Agreed 


. silly, Gl: ow Fr and Cottis, southend): "Thet this 
TOnteren in favour of cartoons in the SS." Cerried 17-8. 


vie rere expiessed on both sides. There was egreement 
question was whether the cartoons succeeded in 
Levrate thought not: there was » danger of 
; nou £Y 


t least be niming our propeginds at those 


wh re literate. The cartoons departed from the high standards 
f Finition éna foctus) evidence always insisted on by the Party. It 
a ie a ae - : : 25% coms 
LiIRDPODSLVULS Ut i ew Ti Ga 11 


? it ir nonthly journal. “gainst this 
Was earguec bnAt ) errs PYoaVvidert oy Lmm sdiate neans of propscanda 
- =— , _ ns y4 . . ,4 — “ 
{hom eo ‘ : . 


nd Mpc ro,iding on impsct in a world where visual 
imeges had essu rect imporctenr*e. They buce® us that Socialism 

wes about fun. Between 1 S \ppoSing Views, s number of delesates were 
in favour of cartoons but expressed misgivings about the curient strip 
in the Ss. 

Bs er ndn Critters 

ne. ee ee eee ee 


It was ogreed tc combine discustion with Item for Discussion (d) 
Stminster | ‘the Pert,, Its Image and Propagande.® 


Delegetes etresse | © PP rty Bust achieve a breakthrough in 
mHranrcenac cr Y) } ~ aw Pale ny = 
Ppropees na Cenc. j ; 


C socd meeting or a « dic broadcest 
was dangerous. Th amar tr concentrating propag»snda in a particular 
geographical ares w emphrsised, end Vestminster reported that they 
hed errenged ectivities in this light. 

Floor Res (Donnelly, G 


£ioor Kes (vc y, Gl. sgow Er and Craig, Edinburgh Br) "het this 


Conferenc commends 


is the kC to draw up a plan to improve propegenda in 
@ concer’ ashion iit a specific area, and submit it to Annual Delegete 
Meeting." Lost 13-16. 

Obj ince thet responsibility for propagrnda ley with 
Branches, 1 i. siembers could make their own errangements to 
travel to differe:.t rreas. *n alternative view wes that concentrating on 


O be an effective form of propaganda. mention 
e de seve! imes of the work of the Medin Cttee, and it was 
thought thrt exprnsion of its work could lead to " growth in effective-— 
ess. The movers ergued thet the EC would only be drawing up = plen 
which would be discussed rand not necessarily ucted upon. 


Cloor Res (Tenner & Colemen, Westminster Br): "That this Conference 
tccommends the FC to undertake a survey to establish members' «ttitudes 
to the Perty's propagends. methods and imege; the results to be reported 
to ‘utumn velegete Meeting.” Carried 16-3. 


Pamphlets Cttee 

A Bolton Br delegete esked why no leaflet on unemployment had 
been published, in view of a recommendation from the last ‘utumn 
Delegate Meeting. A Pamphlets Cttee member replied that when the EC 
hed received a draft leaflet it had taken the view that though the 
dratt, suitably revised, might be appropiate for local distribution, 
the topic wes best dealt with nationelly by articles in the 85. The 
Pemphlets Cttee would ect ot erwise if so instructed by the EC. 
Floor Res (O'Neil end Perrin, Lancaster Br): "That this conference 
recommends the EC to instruct I'umphlets Cttee to produce a leaflet on 
unemployment." Carried 21-4. 


Some EHC members drew ettention to the heavy work-load of the 


Pamphlets Cttee in revising several major pamphlets, but it was argued 
thet less work would be required on a leaflet. 


Education Organiser 


The zducetion Organiser reported that in general he waited for 


requests from members before beginning a speakers' class. There was 
likely to be another one in the summer. In reply to a question he 


cont'd. 4. 


pointed out that ea eyllabus for education clesees eaiready exists ana 
could be distributed to non-London members. Iie and #& member of the 


Education Cttee drew sttention to » correspondence course for non=Londom 
members Shortly to begin. Branches and Central Br members had been 
contactec ena so far ¢e> members hed expreeeed a wish to begin. 

Kocks ONT » 


ted ont thet, in seddition to sometimes meking money f6F 


the rary, % cept uakes donated books senerelly evaileble within the 
oe oy: “ rule to Supply Merxist classics to members in arers where 
they ore nov e oily obterined. Sales sare restricted to wembers. 

ee “o syusce. to combine discussion with Item for Jiscussion (e) 
Hate tee: bk oe | SOOK *The sOonument - the ctory of the 5.P.G.B.' by 
emake ae ‘ales nb er my PC - with reference to: (a) tr sst. t.ments aede 
the ee ae hid ae rinciples, br nches and members (») the evidence for 
these st en .c}the effect of the book upon mecbers (4d) the effect 
ip the book upen non-members, both sympethetic and hostile with epecirl 
reierence to fPutuz propeganda and publicity." 


1 " \- , « tr 2 “ 
Kioor Hes (Lee °ni Vein, Haringey Fr): "Theat notwithstanding the merits 
of CdeEsritroep's book 'The Monument — the story of the $.P.G.B.' this 
vonierence connot give official endorsement to it. Purthermore, this 
Conference condemns eny ections of Perty meabers contary to the sims ana 
velues of the Sccirlist movement, written of in the book." Lost 2-23. 


A Horingey Ceicgste expressed disquiet at the damaging suggestions 
mede in the bask »ccut the behaviour of Party meabers. Other delegates 
Questioned whether Contrerence shoulu discuss the book st all. * member 
of the Stending Orders Ctvee replied that it wes for delegetes, and not 
the Cttec, to decice. An. *C‘ member thought the Res futile, since 
Conference woe not celled upon to endorse the book. One delegate thought 
thet if cicims mede in it were false the Prrty should enswer them. in 
answer to » request the Gen Sec read out an EC resn pressed in reply to 
correspondence “bout it. a 


Floor Ses (vood, Lewisham and Devereux, Camden): "Thet this Conference 
endorses the proposition carried by the BEC relating to Cde berltrop’s 
book." Cerried 20-4. 

(NB The propesitiom referred to occurs in Item 3(D) of the Minutes of 
Sth Mts, Zura &.Cc. 24th Peb 1976: “...this book hrs been published as a 
privete venture by = member. The Perty does not publicize the book but. 


merely <ssists members to acquire it if they so desire.") 


~ 


COM. co; *pJOULNBY %T 6-00 PHM. oe 
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CONVTEY CL &LL-COMMENCED AT 2-00 EM. oo 
II EC _ REPORT (CONT'D) ' 


Auditors' neport ; 4 = 
— in this covnexion one of the Auditors reised a 


cost of the $5, and it was ‘greed to discuss, ~~ 


; a 
(Robertson and Furls, Oxford): "That this 
that the price of the 5S be increased f1 
Lost overwhelmingly (no col 

The movers argued that some action like this ¥ 
counter the azncer of the Perty going benirupt, . 
acain end rgrin thet the solution ley in all @ 
efforts to seil the SS. Two Branches reported 
dised the 35; 2 price incresse would make it sw 
An SSPC member reported thet with a print of LOO 
copy, but this would fall to 9p » 4 5000 were pI 
Organiser reported thet sales were eround 3 
in Sumner. vVeriouc sugcestions were made fo) 
should be made z reilvey stations, mo! 
shopping precincts should be used, memb 
opponents' rellies and canvass thems” 


Floor kes 
recommends 


ae 


> 


- 


Se 


A member of the Cttee gave an energetic practical demonstration of how to sell 
» SS. A delegate asked why the EC had not been prepared to meet the full expenses of 
the Cttee's selling at the Labour Party Conference. It was replied that local support 
had not been forthcoming and that in view of the cost to the Party that was where the 
effort shovld have come from. EC members added that if was thought the emount of lit 
likely to be sold would not have justified the expense, especially as the 3 Party 
Members who had offered to go-were inexperienced in selling and not CLSC members, A 
Lancaster delegate regretted that local members there had not been contacted: they 
could have arranged accomodation more cheaply. A question was raised about the S5 


subscribers' list. HO Assistant replied that it consisted of app. 500 individuels and 
300 libraries. 


Publicity Cttee 
tic discussion) 


Overseas Contacts Sec 
The Sec reported that the week end in Paris referred to in the report was 
unlikely to materialise, Every companion party except the SPGB had contributed an 


article to the special issue of IFW. The SSPC was investigating to find out why no 
article had been sent. 


Tapes Cttee 
No discussion) 


Central Organiser 

In reply to a question about the formation of new Branches, the CO said that 
Sunderland and Manchester were being kept under review, hut members in both areas had 
problems about meeting together at a suitable time and place. 


international Sec 
It was noted that a comrade had now offerred to take over the on of Review 
Journals Hgitor. 


Forms A Cttee 

A Cttee member replied to a query about the figures in the report that the 
discrepancy 2rose from a number of enses where correspondence was continuing, Members 
stresed the importance of personal contact whereever possible. 


A MOTION to adopt the BC Report by Robertson, Oxford Br and Cottis, Southend 
Br was Carried 29-0. 


MOTION (Robertson, Oxford and Cottts, Southend) “That a telegramme be sent 
to the BDS regretting our frilure to contribute to the special issue of IFW but wishing 
them success in all future efforts." Agreed. 


III BRANCH REPORTS 


Westminster Branch 

There had. been intensive propaganda activity in the — St Ward in 
preperation for the GLC By-election, The Party polled 96 votes and the Bracch 
considered the campaign succe sful, with debates against the Labour Party and LPYS. © 
Most of the work had been done by only 7 or 8 members, The Branch was now esaaeaberics > 
meetings by poster in the Underground, yar 


West London branch $As. 
There were 29 members, and an average attendance was 7 or 8. There had been 


3 or 4 talks from Party speakers. The only external activity was a meeting with a 
Labour MP. | 


<; Oe ~— ce a 


Swansec Branch . 
9 members, with an average attendance of 7 or 8. Meetings were now held twice 
instead of once 2 month, but there wos a problem in finding 2 decent meeting place. 
The Branch was trying to increase SS sales, the only avenue of piesa. in ee ip 
which was dead after 5 o'cock in the evening. ray 


S.W. LONDON Branch 
“Some E2°O6f lit per week is sold at Baris Court in the 
Individual members take 2 dog SS each in winter to off-set the . 


Sales. /t least 6 meomhers hed helped Westminster Branch in then 
election. Members were alsv involved in cammittee work in beige 


6. 
Southend Brench 
© Brenen had reformed last autumn. Re.ular indoor meetings weuns 
held, with tepes and discussion, end there had been succést in canvass 
lit in December and Jan. A meeting on pollution had been held on Canvey 
Island, »nd this had been followed by letters in the local press. il 
members in the Branch, everage attendance 9 or 10. 


Redbridge Branch 
i bout 30 members, average attendance 11 or 12. Meetings sre held 


twice e« month, and lit is sold ina college and Romford market place. 
Lectures ere nlso erranged. 


Oxford Brench 


orme n tebru:ry. Meetings were held in a member's house to save 
money, but there was the possibility of taking over a school. Every 
other week was = Branch Meeting, slternating with discussions on Merxist 
classics. It was necessary to meke more members since some were students 
and would be leaving the area, and with this in mind e series of 
meetings aimed at students was planned for the winter term. 


tic-lerts Branch 

Meetings were held at Stevenage and Welwyn. 15 Members, 9 active. 
The loss of 2 members to university had made it difficult to get a 
Quorum, especinrlly as the members were spread out. There hed been some 
assistence from HO and London Members. Lit Sales at a local exhibition 


had been very good. /t a lit stall in Stevenage shopping centre sales 
of the SS hed been 7 dozen in summer, and were now 6 dozen. There had 
Also been letters to the local press. 


Lewisham Branch 


There had been a danger of the Brench collapsing at one point, but 


then attendances had improved. Tortnightly meetings. One of the problems 


wes that the Br covered a large cree, end there was no outdoor station. 


Canvassing wos nt a low ebb, but it was hoped to remedy this in the 
Summer. 


Lancaster Brencen ~ . 
ormedad in the last month. It was intended in the next year to hold 

regular mectings in the .towm 6nd the university. Sales of the SS had 

fallen from 5 to 3% dozen, but had been held st this level by pub 


Sales. There had heen letters to the local press. There was a possibility | 
of 2 further meetings. 


Heringey Brench i nit) 
There hoa been some meetings with guest speakers. Individual _ 
members supplied newsagents with S55, and ettendances remained stead, 


Giesgow Brench ‘a 
Sl members, everage attendance 12 at Br end outdoor me 


Outdoor meetings h:d been cut to one per weekend and audience 
Sales had both fallen, but it was hoped to have two meetin: 
thesummer. There had been © debate with the Scottish Fe 
resulting in » letter to the press. Classes on economic 
current affsirs hed been held, with en everage attendar 
had been a disnppointing year, but there was hope of 


Edinburgh Brench 
wetaly summer end outdoor meetings at the Mow 


wes shared with Glasgow Br). Membership had fallen 
The SS was sold on Set afternoons in Princes St and in 
of 12 doz in winter, 20 dozen in summer. Indoor meetin 
poor becsuse of the politicsl climate. It wes essentia 
On & reguler weekly basis, «snd this had teen maintein 


Camden Brench 


Midday Meetings were held st Tower Hill on. 
round, wenther permitting, and these had been ve 
in * new member. 17 members, average attendance 
te Eranch members were -lso active in the 


easy i 


“ 


> 
, 


a 


€ oe. 


es. ty 
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nership head fellen from 16 to 7, prertly becruse of the 
of L-ne ster Br, ond pertly becouse of members leaving the # 


ity and SS sales were lower thon ever before for the seme 
viembers were rlso in M nchester Group and thus active else- 


em Brench 
Brencn 


Aad had its worst year since 19438. There were H 
.lties-in remaining ©s ° br nch, beceuse of age, illness, overwork | 
problem of members leaving for college. Weekly meetings with &n 
cttendence of 4. Central support from the Party was needed. 
were Similar problems to Swenser's beceuse the heart of the city 
| ripped out and meeting pleces were difficult to find. 


: 
SOLUTIONS 


.2) Mid Herts Brench: "Thet the Draft Terms of Reference for the 
ne! and Assistant Secretaries (a) be smended by the deletion of the 
‘hole of clause '1l' and the re-numbering of the remaining clauses. 


Lost 10-31. . 


The movers argued thet many routine items reached the EC table 
which should not: if the Res were cnrried, it would leave the the Gen 
See more time to deal with such items without reference to the EC, and 


Gen Sec relieved of minute-keeping could make suggestions for ie . 

reOl f&nisation. In reply to @ question tne Gen Sec said that he 

Ssympathised with the view that too many trivial items reached the EC, | 

but felt it important for e Gen Sec. to teke minutes as a means to ) 

i.eeping in touch with current EC business. One delegate questioned the I | 
idea that one or two individuals should be sllowed, to decide whet was . 

fit business for the EC. Several. delegates thought that the Terms of | 


eference would in ny case only be guidelines, end thet the Gen Sec 
i fsst Gen Sec should be left to do their jobs es they saw fit. The 
possibility was raised of e second .sst Gen Sec, if necessary.-. 


a 


visham):. "That this Conference sdopts the 
of leference for Party Officers es drfvn up by the. EC™ 


Carried 22-2, 


leox .es (M & CO Judd, Le 
draft Terms 


mendment (Robertson, Oxford and Cox, Mid-Iierts}) "Delete cl use Dl and 
insert 'The ‘uditors sh-=ll report if proper books are not being kept.® 


question was reised about mentioning the 
function of T 


Trustees in counter-signing cheques, but no ‘mendment was 
moved. 


3 SW London Branch: "This Conferemce strongly urges the EC to make all 
Se 


the necessary preperations to contest the next General Election in at 
least 2 


constituencies in the London area and to carry out a thourgh 
investigation into the prospects of contesting a further constituency 
outside of London." . 


Amend. (‘id Herts Br): "Delete all after the word '...EBlection' 6n 


line two and replace with the words '..in any constituency where ‘there 


is sufiicient Party support and where there has been adequate pre—- 
election preparation.!" . 


- 


Carried 40-0 (2 abst) 
lub-Tes Cérried 40-0 


(2° abst) | 


One or two delegates, had misgivings ebout how worthwhile it was 
to contest General Llectionse, in view of the expense. Against this it 
wes argued that General Elections provide special conditions for making 
our ideas felt, thet it was important to’ show the opposition that we 
ere active, end thet elections provide the culmination for Branch 
ectivity. helegates agreed avorwhalmingly thet the Resn would be merely 


Lost 8-19. 
Delegates expressed the view thnt clauses Dl. already met the point 
intended by the ‘mendment. i. 
| 
| 


KREPLOG iv-/ 


8. 


pious if Branches did not put in @ lot of hard work before en electig: 


period, and en 'C member pointed out that follow-up work afterwards ig 
equally importent. 


pehelf of 


4b) Swinsea Br: "That the Party's name be changed to the 'World 
Socialist Pérty of Greet Britain'." 


| Lost 4-36 (2 abst) _ 
Addendum (Westminster Br); “Add at the end '..unless, after ' 
seeking legal advice, it is shown thet such pe change of neme would 
prejudice the Perty.'™ 


Lost 15-24 (2 abst) 


It was ergued thet the Party should mske cleer by its name that 


Socielism is international, as some compenion P .rties do; but delegates 
were sceptical whether eo change of name would meke much difference in 
propesganda terms. 


CONE. .0eACE AQJOURNE) AT 6-30PM. 
SUNDAY 


CONFPLLENCE RE-CONVENE) AT 11-00° AM 
IV &kESOLUTIONS (CONT'D) 


4a) Glasgow Er: "That this Conference re-effirms the statement on 
violence sapproved by the 1965 Annual Conference, viz: "This Conference 
re-effirms the Party's *ttitude to violence, viz : '..That only a 
ademocretically elected socislist majority cen introduce Socialism after 
the capture of the machinery of Goverenment; violence will only be used 
in the event of © recfelcitrant minority ettempting to forcibly over- 
throw Socialism,'“" 

Adiendum (Camien Rr): "Sdd at the endt..; but that the EC be 
instructed to prepare, in the light of present conditions, a more 
detailed statement of the Party's attitude to violence subsequent to 
the estleblishment of Socislism, for submission to the 1977 /nnual 
Conference." (Not put) 

Smendment (Lewishrem Br): "Delete ll after the word ‘Conference’ 
on line one end replece with the words '..sifirms thet only A ~ ” 
democratic .lly elected Socialist majority can introduce Socielism after 
the capture of the machinary of government. Should an anti-Socialist, 
undemocretic minority, ettempt to sabotage or disrupt social organis— 
etion end administretion, e Socirlist society would necessrrily take 
such ection es wes requisite to ensure socifrl hrrmony.'" 

; Carried 27-kiimww.». 
es Carried = ~ 
27-1 ° 


It was “greed to combine with Item for Discussion b) (S¥ 
"This Conference stresses thet «11 viol nee is repugnant to Sc 
and recognises the purely hypotheticel neture of the prope 
embodied in the Glesgow Pr Resn '4a); and thet the esteabiis 
Socialism will be achieved through the democratic proce 
becked by weajority underst»nding on a world sc-le. The 
could be forcibly overthrown is therefore somethi 


Js A 


Meny points were mede in the course of ® lengthy 
was discussion of the origin of the item send $2 Camm 
EC's criticism of the French pamphlet on the Declerati 
Some delegetes took the view thet the pamphlet merely -; 
1965 Conference Resn end that the PC should not try 4% 
policy. The first point wes challenged by an EC i 
objected to was talk in the pamphlet of armies re 


democretic tesis, which wes meaningless and ea cite aan 


Other EC members felt that this was not the orig eal . 


objection, end some delegates thought th 

expleined by reference to the 6th Srinei pie ahaa 
argued that no clear ides hrd been presented of 
threeten to overthrow Socirlism. It was repide Pt 
were impossible, - minority could cruse Cisrupti 
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known fects, and it was not our job to decide such issues on 


Jincr Res (R end M Berltrop, Cemden Br): "Thet the BC be requested to 
prep-re n the light of present conditions, a more detriled steement 
tne 'S ettitude to violence subsequent to the esteblishment of 
cl’ iism, for submission to the 1977 ‘nnuel Conference." 

Carried 18-12, 


deleg-te queried whether the re-presentetion of the Camden Br 
endum ©s * floor res in order, but the Cheir ruled thet it was. 
CONFLUENCE ALJOUPNED 7OR LUNCH AT 1-40 PM JED RE-CONVENED !T 2-30 PM. 
VY ITENS FO DISCISSION, 


.) Glrsgow Br: "Does the SPGB support workers in orgenising Irnde 


Unions end using these organisstions demoerrticelly to improve a 
reel wages and conditions of work snd to resist their employers 


. - a4 : hi 
cemipts to encroach upon their present weges and conditions ? 


Some delegates took the view thet the Party hed « great deal to 
spy bout Trade Unions *t * time when their leaders were deeply involved 
in running cepitalism in lesgue with governments ®nu their undemocratic 
functioning wes being exposed. They represented, too, only the interests 
of particuler sections of the working cless. From the floor 4 member 
objected that though this wes Lergely true, some unions ran democratically 
with instructed delegstes, ete. The Party must be concerned with class” 
struggle on the industriel front, end Trade Unions were the only 

reanisations which pursued this. Questions were raised sbout what 

"support" smounted to, and in snother floor contribution it wés pointed 
out thet Trede Unions never gave the Perty any support. 


Tloor Res (Venni end Donnelly, Glesgow Rr): "The SPGE is in favour of 
workers orgsnising democratically in order to improve their rerl wages 
end conditions of work end to resist their employers’ attempts to 
encroach upon their present wages end conditions." Carried 25-7. 


A question wes reised sbout the psmshlet-on Trade Unions and a 
member of the Pemphlets Cttee reported that a draft which the EC hed 
received wes considered incomplete. A yiee hed been pressed. on 
regarding the necessrry chapter headings, and this work w@s now in 
progress. 


-loor tes (O'Neil, IL neaster Br ond Purls, Oxford Br): "Thet a brief 
sumusary of the contents of the Trede Union pamphlet. be CireulAated to 
nll Erenchses before publication." Lost 8-26. 


It was objected thet this would ceuse excessive delay in producing 
the pamphlet and thet en elected cttee should be trusted to do the job. 


c) Westminster Br "“Whet is Proletarian Science ?" 


The item arose from en erticle in the SS, end it was sugvested 
thet scientific Socirlism is proletrrien science. In contr st bourgeois 
sociologists viewed capitrlism as fixed, not in its historical context. 
' delegrte made the point that netural sciences, too, were developed in 
line with the interests of the capitalist cl-ss. One floor contributor 
noted tht even Yerxism hed been used in » selective wey to benefit the 
crpitalists, snd enother said that science end knowledee were perts of 
the means of production developed under crpit«lism, They were misused 
but could be used in © proper wey in Socielism, 


f) Vestninster Br: (Re Groups - previously Res lb) on the Prelimine 

igendp ~ arising out of the Floor Nes carried 20-9 at ‘nnuel Conference 
1975, recommending “..thrt » Dreft Constitution and Strnding Orders for 
Groups be drawn up hy the EC far vana4 Aeration by the Party ...") 
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a “Te Consist of party members only. Subject to 
ay mey be formed By not leas then three mumbere 

eventurl Formation of -« Branch . 

ennar -ctivity under the : 

encoursged to 


— a 


uc «ppreval, 
with an view to the 


ney eh 11 organise meetings end propa- 
ruspices of the EC. 


ttend Non-members shell be 
| Meetings end p rticiprte in discussions, but 
a on UE CaS "Ctivity ehrll be trken by © vote of Party members 
it wre 


now consist wh Bons. whatever mnry heve he ppened in the pret, Groups 
even 11% te t mombere end existed to meke more members, end 
an bie 7 SO s0Te ft Brench. This wee reiternted by severrl delegates. 
there should be : 


aa coos Wal B:.. nge in org nisrtion to reflect this. m the other 
: SA — ~ res 4d ~ ia 
the Perty. : pe be 


ey would be crerting two units within 
ve . ‘mn iC member recalled thet the FC had “ppointed rn ad hoo 
committee on Groups, “rising out of the floor res peseed at 1975 Conf, 
bu t tue cttee h considered thet it was impossible to drow up * uraft 
ee Se a ee etc, when Groups were undefined. So Conference had to 
decide whether Groups were to be updrted. former Groups Orgsniser 
reiterrted thet Groups hed in prectice consisted of 2 or 3 members plus 
Sympathisers trying to erther enough members to foim « Brench. It was 

© iso poesible for © Brenech to revert to a Group if it could not survive 
re © Bromch. There were relly two types of Group, those consisting of 
Centrsl Br members oway from London end those (eg Urmpsterd) which were 
near - isrge Brrnch. The Iirtter should be under the control of a Brench 
cna there would then be no need to define Groups in the Rule Book. 


“loor Res (Colemen & Tenner, Westminster Br): "This Conference “pproves 
e definition of Group contained in Westminster Branch's Item for 
Discussion (f), viz. ‘Groups sh-11 consist of Party members only. 
Subject to EC fpprovel, they mey be formed by not less then three 
members, withn view to the eventusl formation of o Breuch. They shell 
ore vnise meetings “nd proprgsends retivity under the -uspices of the EC. 
Non-members sh 11 be encour»ged to »ttend meetings snd perticipete in 
discussions but decisions on Group sctivity shrill be taken by « vote of 
Pcrty members only." 


Curried 19-5. 
g) Westminster Er: "The extent of the EC's end Stending Orders Cttee's 
nuthority to remove, 


mend or relegete items submitted by Brenceches for 
inclusion on Conference or velegate tleeting “genéas." 


The Gen Sec reed out the EC Resn which had been passed in 

connexion with the westminster Conference Resn. (4th EC Mtg, item 2(4): 
"Thet the Stonding Orders Cttee be instructed to remove Kesn 1(B) from 
‘thkesolutions' end plece it unser ‘Items for Discussion'...” 5th EC mtg, 
items 4(a), in reply to * letter from Yestminster Pr, pietens on the. 
ceinst: tement of the item °s Gonfcrence Resolution, 't. Yes ua. tex 


be informed th-t the re son why the HC deleted the . be: 
as rn item for discussion on the Conference genda wes tecrt 
of LC members were of the opinion that it conflicte@ with 
Some delegrtes questioned whether the orig een ¢ 
with Rule 6, others srgued thet this was not | 
job of the EC to decide wh t Conference may d 
Stnnding Orders Cttee hod the right to pl-ce or 
view tht - Resn wes out of order, but it wee for 
whether the vicw wos correct. On the particulszr i 
pointed out that the EC hed not seen the Prel 
the Westminster Br item as » Resn, before it went « 
delegnte sug, ested thet S.0.Cttee could heve reise 
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Branch. * member of the S.0.Cttee regretted 
hed run out, 


there hrd been no cs :ortinity foe t 
view of the mitter | ty wae 
i oP 
_loor Res (Yilson & Simkins, SW London Br): "thet 

| : 7 7 rneat 
EC's section regording the estminster Br Resn.' 
h) 


Mid Herts Br: ""he terms governi oe on 
| There being no time remrinir — ‘ 

consideration until /utumn Delegate Beet’: 
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